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Abstract
Indian fishing mdustry consists of wmique and diversified amray of resources, from the pristine
Himalayan waterways to the vast Indian Ocean. The fishing biodiversity of India includes a broad
range of physical and biolomcal components which sustain the livelihood of millions. Fishenes
resources are established in varous ecosyvstems. The necessity for a sustamable development of
aquatic resources 15 now mare felt than ever, mven the nsing population and the mereasing demand
for fish protein. In order to mest compelling demands of the present times and to ensure a growth
path that meets today's requurements, export growth of the fishery mdustry has to be mamtained The
fishery resources of India have had great demand from Furopean coumtries and the middle East. The
fishery mdustry which 15 an allied mdustry of the agncultural mdustry has been i forefront in
brinmng huge foreign exchange o the national exchequer. Chver the vears the export of the fshery
resources has undergone drastic changes. The mfroduction of new trade agreements opened the gates
for wider network of trade between the nations. The fishery industry of India has been the main
beneficiary of this trade agresments. The paper attempts to analyse the export pattemn of our coumtry
over a decade. It attempts to analyse the present trend and prospects for a future growth.
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INTRODUCTION

In India, fishing 15 a sigmficant source of food, nounshment, employment and money. Fish
resources are mexpensive and abundant source of ammal protein and zerve as one of the best
ways of mifigating hmger and malmotmtion. The mdustry has an enormous potential for
,!memhngmmmefurthemnum zeneral and for the stake holders m particular. The export
potential of the fishing ndustry 15 enommous. The fshing industry has transformed 1iself from
tradibonal sector to mmlt — mulhon-dollar mdostry. India has vaned and abundant fishenes
resources spanning from deep sea o lakes, pcn:lsandm'ers In terms of fish and seafood species,
more than 10% of the world's biodiversity exists in India. Manine fishing resources are distmbuted
across the coumiry's extensive coastline, with an Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of 2.02 muilliom
square km and a 0.53 mullion sg. km contmental shelf. Its mland resources mclude nvers and
canals (1,95 lakh kilometres). flood plam lakes (8,12 lakh hectares), lakes and tanks (24.1 lakh
hectares), reservoirs (31,5 lakh hectares), brackish waters (124 lakh hectares), salimity and
alkaline (12 lakh hectares) and afflicted remons. The umsed and under spent inland resources
provide tremendous possibiliies for livebhoods and economuc srowth m the future. The
confnbufion of the sector fo total GDP (at current pnices) rose from 0.40 per cent m 1950-51 to
1.03 per cent in 2017-18, an increase of 157 per cent. Dhmg FY 2017-18 the sector contnbnted
Bs. 175573 (at current pnices) to GDP (Mimstry of Statistics and Programme Implementation,
2020). The mdustry has shown consistent increase i the total zross added value and contributes
for approximately 6.58 per cent of Agncultural GDP. The paper attempts to assess the present
status and composition of India’s fish and fishery products” export and enquire o find whether
there 15 amy notable shift in its pattern over the vears. The major underlving factors that govem
the dynamucs of fishery export from India are discussed at length towards the end
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